
 

 

 

 

Reading Spine 
At North Star, we adopt the CUSP (Curriculum with Unity Schools Partnership) reading 
spine. As children progress through our schools, they read a selected range of core texts 
to support their development as readers. These texts have been carefully mapped to 
ensure that a breadth of experiences, authors, genres and themes is addressed across the Primary years.  

The tables below reveal some of this mapping, specifically highlighting: 

- Where an author has more than one text in the spine 
- Heritage texts (‘classics’) 
- BAME (black and minority ethnic) author and/or protagonist (main character) 
- Strong female role models 
- Specific social, ethical or moral issues 

Through this variety and careful mapping, we hope that our reading spine provides children with a mirror in which to see 
themselves but also a window to the wider world. 

Where possible, this reading spine has been harmonised with the wider curriculum, so that a science or history unit might be 
support by the core text in reading lessons.  

Due to the mixed-age nature of our classes, children might not read the texts in the exact order laid out below. Teachers and 
leaders carefully plan to ensure that children receive the rich diet of reading that the spine provides throughout their Primary 
years and their time in our schools. 

 



 

Key Stage 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key Stage 2 (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key stage 2 (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key stage 2 (continued) 

 

 


