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Pupils should be taught about:
• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066.
Previous learning: Curriculum Narrative

Year 5
Ancient Greeks

Year 5
Geography

Latitude and longitude
Biomes and environmental regions

OS Maps and fieldwork

Year 5
Maya civilisation and 

comparison to Anglo-Saxon

HISTORY INTRODUCE
Windrush Generation

Year 6 
Spring Term
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Misconceptions – learning traps pupils can fall into

Not true Teach this

Only the Windrush pioneers of 1948 
experienced racism and prejudice.

Sadly, all generations of the Windrush pioneers have 
experienced racism and prejudice. 

The Windrush pioneers were unskilled 
people looking for work in Britain.

The Windrush pioneers had a wide range of skills and 
talents, including judges, lawyers, builders, carpenters 
and barbers.

The people of the Caribbean did not 
fight in any wars to help Britain.

The people of the Caribbean fought in both World War 
I and World War II despite facing racism and 
segregation.

5

SUGGESTED DISCIPLINARY KNOWLEDGE – THINKING AS A HISTORIAN
Historical enquiry

Chronology
Cause & 

consequence
Change & 
continuity

Similarity & 
difference Evidence Significance

Who discovered the 
Caribbean island of 

Jamaica?

When was the Second 
World War?

When did the first 
Windrush pioneers 

arrive at Tilbury Docks?

What year  was slavery 
abolished?

How long was England 
involved in the slave 

trade?

How many years have 
the Windrush pioneers 

enriched English 
culture?

What drove English 
slave traders to 

expand their 
iniquitous business?

Why were there so 
many slaves 

needed?

What caused the 
Windrush pioneers 

to leave their 
islands and settle in 

England?

What pull factors 
attracted Jamaican 
men, women and 

children to  
London?

What was different 
for the Windrush 
pioneers when 

they disembarked 
from  MV Empire 

Windrush?

How were many of 
the Windrush 

pioneers treated 
on arrival to 

Britain?
Why do you think 

that?

How did the 
Windrush pioneers 
keep true to their 
way of life? What 

didn’t they 
change?

How different were 
the skills and 

education of the 
original Windrush 

pioneers?

How did the culture of 
Britain change 

because of the arrival 
of the Windrush 

pioneers?

Why does the 
Windrush Foundation 

dispute the term 
‘immigrant’ when it 

was used to describe 
the people of the 

Windrush generation?

What best tells us 
about the way the 
Windrush pioneers 

were treated?

How do we know 
about the  positive 

change and 
Caribbean culture the 

Windrush pioneers 
brought to London?

Social media we have 
today didn’t exist 

when the Windrush 
pioneers arrived. Do 

you think it would 
have helped or 

hindered the way 
they were treated? 

What was significant 
about Emancipation 

Day?

How significant were 
Hitler’s actions and the 
Second World War in 

shaping the future for the 
Windrush pioneers?

Why was the date 22nd

June 1948 significant?

What significant changes 
did parts of London 

undergo because of the 
Windrush pioneers?

Recently, the British 
government has been 
forced to apologise for 
mistreating generations 
of Windrush pioneers. 
Why is this significant 

and what can we learn?


